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Art Unit: 2655 

DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1 . Claims 4,5,7,8 are allowable over the prior art of record. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claims 4,5,7,8, the detailed recited limitations pertaining to the particular 
apparatus and method used to replace words of one language with words of a second 
language is not explicitly taught by the prior art of record. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



3. Claims 6,12-31 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim can only be listed in the alternative. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Please 
see the listing below for examples of proper/improper multiple claim dependency. Accordingly, 
claims 6,12-31 have not been further treated on the merits. 
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A. Acceptable Multiple Dependent Claim Wording 

Claim 5. A gadget according to claims 3 or 4, further comprising — 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any one of the preceding claims, in which — 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any one of claims 1, 2, and 3, in which — 

Claim 3. A gadget as in either claim 1 or claim 2, further comprising — 

Claim 4. A gadget as in claim 2 or 3, further compn-sing --- 

Claim 16. A gadget as in claims 1, 7, 12, or 15, further comprising — 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any of the preceding claims, in which — 

Claim 8. A gadget as in one of claims 4-7, in which — 

Claim 5. A gadget as in any preceding claim, in which — 

Claim 10. A gadget as in any of claims 1-3 or 7-9, in which — 

Claim 1 1 . A gadget as in any one of claims 1 , 2, or 7- 1 0 inclusive, in which — 

B. Unacceptable Multiple Dependent Claim Wording 



1 . Claim Does Not Refer Back in the Alternative Only 

Claim 5. A gadget according to claim 3 and 4, further comprising — 
Claim 9. A gadget according to claims 1-3, in which — 
Claim 9. A gadget as in claims 1 or 2 and 7 or 8, which — 
Claim 6. A gadget as in the preceding claims in which — 
Claim 6. A gadget as in claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and/or 5, in which — 
Claim 10. A gadget as in claims 1-3 or 7-9, in which — 

2. Claim Does Not Refer to a Preceding Claim 

Claim 3. A gadget as in any of the following claims, in which — 
Claim 5. A gadget as in either claim 6 or claim 8, in which — 

3. Reference to Two Sets of Claims to Different Features 

Claim 9. A gadget as in claim 1 or 4 made by the process of claims 5, 6, 7, or 8, in 
which — 

4. Reference Back to Another Multiple Dependent Claim 

Claim 8. A gadget as in claim 5 (claim 5 is a multiple dependent claim) or claim 7, in 
which — 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 34-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. As per claims 34-41, the claim language pertaining to "as all or some of the 
following means" is vague and indefinite. It is not clear as to the scope of "all or some" of the 
claim limitations; the claim language must be specific as to the scope of the claim language. 
Since the scope of the claim language is unclear, the claims 34-41 will not be treated further on 
the merits. Correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



7. Claims 1-3,9-1 1,32,33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Asano et al (5848389) in view of Silverman (5890117) . 
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As per claims 9,1,3,11,32,33, Asano et al (5848389) teaches an apparatus/method 
for providing information by speech (Fig. 7): 

"analyzing means of extracting. . ..criterion" as analyzing and calculating 
resemblance degrees between word combinations (Fig. 3, subblock S2); 

"replacing the extracted words relational information" as replacing the words 

in the example based upon the resemblance degrees (Fig. 3, subblock S5); 

"selecting a standard sentence words" as choosing according to the word 

subject lattice pertaining to the resemblance calculation (col. 8 line 23 - col. 9 line 31); 

"identifying a predetermined response pattern replacing corresponding 

words" as replacing the input word series with a related second series of words (col. 9 
line 65 to col. 10 line 20); 

"speech synthesizing means. . ..performed" as speech synthesis of the translated 
result (col 13 lines 30-40); 

"wherein said relational information related" as using relational information to 

determine the new series of words (col. 9 lines 34-50). 

As per claims 9,1,3,1 1,32,33, Asano et al (5848389) does not explicitly teach 
using prosody information during the speech synthesis process, however, Silverman 
(5890117) teaches the use of the prosody information that has been predetermined to the 
process (Silverman (58901 17) col. 31 lines 10-50). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of speech synthesis to modify the teachings of 
Asano et al (5848389) with prosody based speech synthesis because it would 
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advantageously optimize the prosody for a particular context based phrase (Silverman 
(5890117) , col. 31 lines 15-17). 

As per claims 2,10, Asano et al (5848389) teaches relational word information 
(col. 9 lines 34-50). 



Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Please see related art listed on the PTO-892 form. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
(703) 872 9314, 

(for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Michael Opsasnick, telephone number (703)305-4089, who is available Tuesday-Thursday, 
9am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the exarniner's supervisor, Ms. 
Doris To, can be reached at (703)305-4827. The facsimile phone number for this group is (703)872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group 2600 receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750, the 2600 Customer 
Service telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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